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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see page 5, filed 10 August 2007, with respect to claims 
33, 35 and 44 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 
33, 35 and 44 has been withdrawn. 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pages 5 and 6, filed 1 0 August 2007, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of claim(s) 39-44 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Shoji et al. US 
Patent No 7170841 (hereafter "Shoji"), in further view of Lee et al., US Patent NO 
7085221 (hereafter "Lee"). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 39 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shoji et al., US Patent No 7170841. 

Regarding Claim 39, Shoji discloses an apparatus to reproduce and/or record 
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data from an optical information storage medium including a plurality of areas (Fig. 3, 
"recording/reproduction apparatus 300"), comprising: a pick-up unit ("optical head 303") 
to reproduce and/or record data from and/or on the plurality of areas of the optical 
information storage medium; and a controller ("CPU 309") to control the pick-up unit to 
reproduce and/or record data ([0070]) in the form of pit patterns from and/or on the 
plurality of areas including a first area ("disc information area 107"), a second area 
("data area 110"), and a transition area ("spare area 109") positioned between the first 
and second areas in order to distinguish the first area from the second area (Fig. 1 , 
areas 107, 108, 109, 1 1 1 , 1 12, and 113), wherein a first track pitch of the first area is 
different from a second track pitch of the second area ([0079]). 

Regarding Claim 43, Shoji discloses the apparatus of claim 39, wherein the first 
area and the second area are not the same type and are one of a burst cutting area 
(BCA), the lead- in area, the user data area, and the lead-out area (see Fig. 1 ). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by frie manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 40-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Shoji et 
al, US Patent No 7170841 (hereafter "Shoji"), in view of Lee et al, US Patent No 
7085221 (hereafter "Lee"). 
5. 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
only under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) might be overcome 
by: (1 ) a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not an 
invention "by another"; (2) a showing of a date of invention for the claimed subject 
matter of the application which corresponds to subject matter disclosed but not claimed 
in the reference, prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the reference under 37 CFR 
1.131; or (3) an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.130 stating that the application and 
reference are currently owned by the same party and that the inventor named in the 
application is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together with a terminal disclaimer 
in accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). This rejection might also be overcome by showing 
that the reference is disqualified under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as prior art in a rejection under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(l)(1) and § 706.02(l)(2). 

Regarding Claim 40, Shoji discloses the apparatus of Claim 39. Shoji does not 
disclose that the controller controls the pick-up unit to read a first pit pattern from the 
first area, and a second pit pattern from the second area. 
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Lee discloses an optical information storage medium wherein data is recorded 
and reproduced to/from a plurality of areas. Lee further discloses that data is recorded 
in a first area with a first pattern and in a second area in a second pattern (see Figs. 5A- 
5C) and the first and second areas are distinguished by a transition area, where the 
different areas feature different frequencies. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the optical information storage medium of Shoji 
with the data patterns of the optical information storage medium of Lee, the motivation 
being to achieve increased readability of a read/write signal of a reproducing apparatus 
(See Lee, Col. 4, lines 53-67). 

Regarding Claim 41 , Shoji in view of Lee disclose the apparatus of Claim 40, 
wherein the first and second pit patterns each include one of a straight single pattern, a 
straight random pattern, a straight specific pattern, a wobbling single pattern, a wobbling 
random pattern, a wobbling specific pattern, and no pit patterns (see Lee, Figs. 5A-5C; 
where the claimed feature is met in light of the "one of limitation). 

Regarding Claim 42, Shoji in view of Lee disclose the apparatus of Claim 41 , 
wherein amplitudes of the wobbling patterns gradually increase or decrease (where 
claimed feature is met because claim 41 was met by the reference's straight pattern and 
no pit pattern, claim 42 merely defining a characteristic of claim 41's wobble pattern). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 33, 35, and 44 are allowed. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record, alone or in combination, fails to disclose a reproducing and/or recording 
apparatus for use with an optical information storage medium including a lead-in area, a 
user data area, and a loud-out area, comprising: a pick-up unit which reproduces and/or 
records data from and/or on the optical information storage medium; and a controller 
which controls the pick-up unit to reproduce data from at least one of a burst cutting 
area (BCA), a lead-in area, a user data area, and a lead-out area of the optical storage, 
wherein the lead-in area comprises a first area havinq a first track pitch, a second area 
havinq a second track pitch different from the first track pitch, and a transition area 
provided between the first area and the second area.. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanessa (Brandi) Coleman whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-9081 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:30-6; 1 st Fri 
off, 2nd Fri 8:30-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on (571 ) 272-7582. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Vanessa (Brandi) Coleman 
Art Unit 2627 



